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INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY COMMISSION 

UNITED STATES AND MEXICO 

JIINOTI m. U3. 

11 Puo, Teaa, 
l4a7 28 , 1 VM. 

COMISION INTERNACIONAL DE LIMITES 

ENTRE MExiCO Y LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS 
n ~o, r.xaa, 
28 4e M.1'0 4• l93.ft. 

Illegal obatruot1ona in t~ Rio Granda: 
!.A£Uatfn, DaTa Gill an4 Banderu Dama. 

San Obatruootonea Uagalaa an al. rfo Bra 'ID: 

I preau 4• san jguatb, DaTa Gill 'T Buderu. 

1 The 0CIII!l1A1on met 1n the ottloa of the La OomialcSn • reunt6 an 1a of1o1na de 1a 
er1oan Beotlon, Bl. Puo, Tuaa, at 10:00 seoolcSn -'m£1aana en El Paao, TeD.a, a lu -

o'o1ook A.Jl., l4a7 28, lVM. dies hol'U del 4fa 28 u ~o de lVM.---
~ Cazmtaaton reoetwd the report of the La OOmi.tcSn reo1b1d el IDfome de loa In-

Oonnl.t1q EDalDHra dated llay 1, lVM, rel- genlaroa Oon.sultorea, feohado al 9 de a,.o -1 
atl n to tbree 4.1 wralon 4ama ax1at1Dg w1 th- de 19M, relat1 YO a trea preaaa 4e dert Taoi~ 
out tha pemtu1on of the two GoTerDIIIInta in qua exiaten a1ll permlao de loa doa Gobierno~l 
that Motion of the Rio Grande 11h1oh 1• w en el trao del rfo BraYo que clebel"C reot1f1• 
be reot1t1ed in aooordance w1 th tba pl'O't'i- oarM de aouardo oon 1u 41apoa1o1onea de la 
'aiona of tha ConTention of labruary l, 1133. ConftnoicSn de lJl de fabrero Ia 19$5. Loa co­
'l!Le OCDDiaatoura apprcrred the report, wh1oh m1a1onadoa aprobaron al Into me, que H agre 
·i• attached to thta lltmte to fora a part P a eata Aota para qua forma pane de ella. 
hareot. La Comiai&l acloptcS l.a aigllienta reaolu-

'nle Calm1aa1on adopted the foUowiua rea- oicSn: 
lolutions · "Lu tree eatruoturu qua mueatre. •tJ 
j "The tbree atruoturea, M abown on tbl que aoompa.fta al Intoru de loa Ingen.ieroa -
map attaobad to the OonsultiD& BDg1uera' Con..ultoraa, feohado al 9 de IIL8JO 4a 1934., 'T 
r~on 4ata4 llll'T 9, 19M, and looallr lal.on que ae oonooea en la r8£16n por preaa de san 
u the SaD Aguatfn Del, the De:t'a Glll DBIIl ,Acuatfn, preaa de Dan Gill y preaa da 
and tha Bandana Dam, whioh are looated rea- raaJ qua aat'n looalisadaa re~aot1Ta~Hnte a 
pect1ftl1 aoroaa the ob•nnal of the Rio 1

1
v••• del oauoe dol rfo Brawt una, trenta a 

Grande at poin'• oppo•1 te San 'lllsario, San lUisario. Tema oomo a ouatro k1ldmetroa 
Taxaa, or about four kilaa.tera upatram &aal ..... arrlba 4a san Ia1clro, Ohih.; otra, oe 
trom San Ia14ro, Chih. ; near the mouth ot oa de la daaembooadura del arro70 4al G~ 
\he CJua1uoo arroro about fin ldlametara 

1 
OOlDD a o1neo kUcS.tro• arriba del Mtipo -

aboya 014 Fort Quitman, texaa, &D.4 abont ort 011 tmu., Teaa; 1 ona, oamo a oinoo kJ.~ 
t1 n k1lomater• below Old Jort QU11imlm where lcb.troa abaJq del Anti guo J'ort CN1 tman, do 
an arroro on tba Kaxican aide of the Taller ~cla un UTOJO atl1178 al rto del lado aexlouo 
debouobe a into the r1 Ter, oon.t1 tute auoh del. ftlla , oonat1 ~n obraa 1l obatruoolone• 
worka or obatruotiona •• are prohibited br e lu proh1b14a• por 41apo•1olonaa da loa - · 
proT1a1ona of axiatins treat1ea. Therefore, rata4oa en Ti&Ol'• Por lo tanto, ae DDt1t1-
tb8 1ndi.T14u.lo reoponol'ble tor the ao,... [a loo 1n41'f141loo r.oponall>l .. de 1a -
atruotion, maintenano• and operation of tbl onatruoo16n, OOD.HrTU16n 1 operaoicSn da 1aa 
three dinralon 4au herein manttou.d aball rea preaaa eta der1Ta01dn que aqut .... nota, 
be not1 fled to reon auob atruoturoa trca • que do be~ rtiiiTf'er dlohu e•truoturaa ~ 
the obannel of the Rio Grande." ol oauoa rfo BraYO.•------------------_j 

1be z;;,~ ~ Se 6 la MoUn.---------------

1:16 Saoratarr of the Un1 ted ~ate a 

(oTer) 
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.Joint Report of the Consulting Engineers on Ob­
structions in that part of the Rio Grande to be 
rectified under the Convention of lob. l , 1933. 

The Honorable Commissioners, 

llltern.a~ional Boundary CoiiiiU.saion, 

United States and exioo , 

El Paso, Texas, and Ci udad .Juarez, Chi h. , 14ex1 co. 

Sirs: 

In accordance with your instructions , we have made an examjna-

tion of the channel of the Rio Grande in that part to be rectified 

under the Convention of February l , 19~~. to determine if there exiat 

any works suoh aa are prohibited by Article III of the Convention of 

November 12, 1884., or b7' Article VII of the Treaty· of Guadalu:pe Hi-

dalgo of February 2, 1848. 

Aa a result of this examination, we have found three structure• 

which, 1n our opinion, are amcmg those probibi ted by the treaties • 

These structures , taken in their order dom the river, are locally 

known as the san ~stin Dam, t he Dave Gill Dam, and tho Banderaa 

Dam. The location of each ia shown on the attached map (Exhibit 

No. l) . The folloWing statements are submitted for your info~tion. 

San Agustin Dam. 

Thie atructure is located acroas the Rio Grande at a 

point opposite San IUiza.rio, Te:ms, and about four kilo-

meters upstream from San la1dro, Chihuahua. The atruoture 

conaiete of a brush and rook dam, and permission for ita 
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construction was g1Yen by an exchange or notes between 

the two governments during the early months ot 1928. 

The permission was conditioned upon the reiDO'ftl. ot the 

structure at the expiration ot the 1928 irrigation sea­

eon. It the structure waa removed at that time, it haa 

been replaced without a renewal or the permission. 

Eroaion on both banks ot the river haJt occurred 

below this structure, and the deposition or silt has 

taken place on both banks and in the stream bed above • 

Dave Gill Dam. 

The Dave Gill ~ ia constructed acroaa the Rio 

Grande near the mouth or the Guafuco Arroyo at a point 

about five kilometers aboye Old Fort ~uitman, Texae . 

'lbe daa is a loose , rock- till structure and was built 

tor the diversion or water tor the gravity irrigation ot 

lands C<Dprising the Dave Gill Ranch. It v:a.e constructed 

about 1926, following the change in the Rio Grande which 

created the Guaruco Banco. 

Erosion or both banta or the river baa occurred be­

low the structure, and the deposition ot silt has taken 

place on both river banks and in the stream bed above. 

The ottic1als ot the Hudspeth County Irrigation Dis­

trict, whose lands are located in the United States, have 

protested at various times against this structure bei,ng 



' . 

• 

• 

• 

3 -

maintained, stating that it had caused a tilling ot the 

river bed tor a long way upstream with a consequent 

raising ot the water plane under the adjacent lands, to 

their great detriment, and that thia tilling ot the river 

bed is liable to cause serious oTortlow ot their lands 

and a possible change in riTer channel at ttm&s ot flood . 

PreTioua to the building ot this dam, the lando, now 

aened by it, were irrigated by pumping trail the ri nr, 

and this method will most probabl.1' haTe to be uaed it the 

dem is abandoned or removed. 

There is no record in the CC1Dmisaion'a tiles to show 

that permission tor the building or maintenance ot this 

structure was enr requested or obtained. 

Banderaa Dam. 

The structure known as the Banderaa Dam is located 

across the channel ot the Rio Grande about tiTe kilo­

meters below Old Fort Quitman and at a point where an 

arroyo, on the 14erlGaD. aide ot the Talley, debouches into 

the r1Ter . It is a brush and rock dam and is maintained 

to divert water to lands on the Mexican aide ot the riTer 

lying ~ately downstream. 

Erosion ot both r1 Ter banks has oeturred ~1atel7 

below the struoture, and deposition ot silt has taken 

place in the stream bed and on both banks abon • 
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