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UNITED STATES AND MEXICO SIGN AGREEMENT TO ADDRESS 
BORDER SANITATION PROBLEM AT SAN DIEGO CALIFORNIA - 

TIJUANA, BAJA CALIFORNIA 

Today, December 15, 2025, by means of Minute 333 of the International Boundary and 
Water Commission (IBWC), entitled “Comprehensive Actions to Address the Border 
Sanitation Problem at San Diego, California - Tijuana, Baja California,” the 
Governments of the United States and Mexico reached an agreement to address the border 
sanitation problem in the San Diego, California - Tijuana, Baja California region . The 
Minute entered into force after it was signed in Tijuana and received approval from both 
Governments. 

This Minute affirms the commitment of the Governments to continue addressing the 
problem of sanitation in the San Diego-Tijuana region, in furtherance of the Memorandum 
of Understanding signed July 24 in Mexico City by Lee Zeldin, Administrator of the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency, and Mexico’s Secretary of the Environment and Natural 
Resources, Alicia Bárcena Ibarra. 

Minute 333 details specific actions to address binational concerns related to San Diego-
Tijuana border sanitation, pursuant to the provisions of Article 3 of the 1944 Water Treaty, 
which include the creation of a Binational Work Group to undertake a series of technical 
studies and evaluations, the construction of a sediment basin in Matadero Canyon in 
Mexico, the construction of Tijuana's new “Tecolote-La Gloria” wastewater treatment 
plant, the development of a schedule for clearing and removing sediment and solid waste 
from the Tijuana River channel, and the creation of an account at the North American 
Development Bank to ensure proper operation and maintenance of the region's sanitation 
infrastructure.  

The implementation of these actions, along with the Minute 328 infrastructure projects 
currently in process and scheduled, is expected to eliminate or significantly reduce the 
discharge of untreated wastewater and sediment to the Tijuana River and the Pacific Ocean. 

“Thanks to the leadership of Presidents Trump and Sheinbaum, I am proud to be signing 
Minute 333 today.  The Minute embodies the 100% solution negotiated by Administrator 
Zeldin and Secretary Barcena to provide comprehensive and permanent relief for American 
Citizens exposed to transboundary pollution,” said Chad McIntosh, U.S. Commissioner 
of IBWC. 
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“This new Minute adds to and reiterates the Mexican Government commitments and efforts 
under the leadership of President Sheinbaum, and of the State Government of Baja 
California, to resolving the border sanitation problem at San Diego-Tijuana, pursuant to the 
provisions of the 1944 Water Treaty and to benefit the environment and the health of 
residents on both sides of the border,” said Adriana Reséndez, Mexican Commissioner of 
the IBWC. 

IBWC is responsible for applying and overseeing the boundary and water treaties between 
the two countries and settling differences that arise in the application of the treaties. 

For more information:  
Frank Fisher 
Public Affairs Chief  
frank.fisher@ibwc.gov  
(915) 494-6027 

 

 

 

 























 

(From left to right) U.S. IBWC Secretary Sally Spener, U.S. IBWC Commissioner Chad 
McIntosh, Mexican IBWC Commissioner Adriana Reséndez, and Mexican IBWC Secretary 
Manuel Morales after signing Minute 333 in Tijuana, Baja California, Mexico, on December 
15, 2025. (USIBWC photo) 
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